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r home could be in danger from wildfire this 


winter and spring! 


The tangled masses of trees left by Hugo will allow fires to spread rapidly and burn with great intensity, and the downed 
timber will severely restrict the maneuverability and efficiency of our firefighting equipment. 


Firefighting agencies in the area will do everything possible to protect life and property, but they will not be able to do the 
job alone. Residents are advised to take the following precautions, beginning immediately: 


¢ Avoid any outdoor burning and urge your neighbors to do the same. 


¢ Remove ail flammable material within 50 feet of your home and other 


structures.This includes storm debris, pine straw mulch, and flammable 
shrubs. 


¢ Remove flammable material (pine straw, leaves, etc.) from your roof and 
gutters. Keep your roof clear. 


° Report any smoke or woodland fire immediately to the nearest fire tower. 
Look up the number now and keep it by the telephone. 


* DO not set “backfires” around your residence without first checking with 
fire officials. Your backfire could become a deathtrap for 
firefighters caught between it and the wildfire. 


¢ Plan escape routes in case evacuation becomes necessary, and locate 
safety zones (plowed fields, ponds, etc.) for use If escape Is Impossible. 


¢ Evacuate immediately if ordered by fire officials or If you feel 
threatened by fire. DON’T WAIT UNTIL YOU SEE THE FLAMES. 


¢ Contact your county Emergency Office NOW (see below), if you do not 
normally have transportation, or if your children are frequently at home alone. 
Should evacuation become necessary, this Information will help officials get 
you to safety. 





Again, please avoid outdoor burning for the next 12 months 
... its just not worth the risk. 
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GIMME 12 Fire 
Prevention Campaign 


The fire safety letter reproduced on 
this page was sent by the South 
Carolina Forestry Commission to 
300,000 postal customers on the 
Hurricane Hugo-damaged area in South 
Carolina. It was part of an intensive 
campaign to inform people about fire 
danger in the area and to modify their 
behavior in the use of fire out-of-doors 
with this simple message: "Avoid 
outdoor burning for 12 
months...GIMME 12 months of fire 
safety. 

On a following page is another 
component of the Commission's 
campaign: Their advice on outdoor 
burning, printed on 4-by 8-inch card 
stock, with telephone numbers for each 
Commission tower in nine counties. 
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S.C.Forestry Commission 


If You Are Burning ) 
Out-of-doors, T 


Please read this 


Outdoor burning can be very dangerous this 
year. We encourage you to find other ways 
to dispose of your debris, but if you must burn: 


1. Notify the S.C. Forestry Commission 
before starting the fire as required by state 
law. They can explain your legal responsibili- 
ties and provide up-to-date weather infor- 
mation. 


2. Keep debris piles small for maximum 
control; feed additional material as the pile 
burns down. 


3. Rake or plow a wide safety strip around 
the burning site to prevent your fire from 
spreading. No flammable material may be 
exposed in the safety strip. 


4. — Burn brush on damp days or during a 
light rain. When the debris is dry, cover it with 
plastic and wait for a day when everything 
else is wet. 


5. Keep agarden hose or other water 
supply at hand while burning. Make sure you 
have enough help and enough tools to keep 
the fire contained. 


6. Stay with your fire at all times. Don’t 
leave until you‘re sure it is dead out! 


7. Call for help immediately if your fire 
starts getting out of hand. 
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in remote areas. 50(3):43-45 


S.C.Forestry Commission GIMME 


towers to call for Notification, i) 


by County. 


Camden District 


Kershaw County 
Camden Tower 432-2313 
Liberty Tower, 

Liberty Hill- 273-8445 
Buffalo Tower, 

Kershaw- 475-4172 
Westville Tower, 

Kershaw- 475-4122 
Blaney Tower, 

Elgin- 438-3975 
Cassett Tower, 

Cassett- 432-8291 


Lancaster County 
Primus Tower, 
Health Springs- 286-8080 


Lee County 
Bishopville Tower, 
Bishopville- 428-3830 
Atkins Tower, 

Lynchburg- 437-2596 


Sumter County 
Catchall Tower, 
Dalzell- 499-4545 
Rosemary Tower, 
Wedgefield- 494-8168 
Black River Tower 
Mayesville- 495-2682 


Kingstree district 


Berkeley County 
Bonneau Tower, 
Bonneau- 761-8580 
Pineville Tower, 
Pineville- 351-4314 
Oakley Tower, 
MoncksCorner- 761-2745 


AZ 


Cross Tower, 
Cross- 753-2508 


Clarendon County 
Foreston Tower, 
Manning- 473-2385 
Summerton Tower, 
Summerton- 473-2674 
New Zion Tower, 
New Zion- 659-2837 


Williamsburg County 
Cooper Tower, 
Lake City- 382-3339 
Earle Tower, 
Andrews- 221-5718 
Lane Tower, 
Salters- 387-5654 
Cook Tower, 
Nesmith- 382-2729 


Walterboro District 


Charleston County 
Johns Island Tower, 
Johns Island- 559-9830 
AdamsRun Tower, 
Adams Run- 899-6311 
Mc'ville Tower, 
McClellanville- 887-3353 


Dorchester County 
Ridgeville Tower, 
Ridgeville- 873-4330 
Summerville Tower, 
Summerville- 873-3372 
St. George Tower, 
St. George- 563-3722 














